Approved For Release 9B *A0001 0001 0054-3 


? V 


It September 1;>53 


ffioura m hr, wxsHJi 

SUBJiXiTs Sfotea on Stato-JCS Dlsouesieo of Indochina - h September 


IfaoArtour t 


Decision to send nine battalions I'Vots francs* a UkTV force# will 
ho terribly unpopular with oybctontial aasters of frond opinion. If 
Parliament returns before it can bo presented as a fait agoog&lj. It 
lo highly likely that tho Chantin’ mey ?*pudt*ta it and bring dona toe 
Laniftl govwrraanu It lo psrfbeUy clear that looted, its the last 
French prosier vmo haa tho courage to take a forthright "win the ear" 
approach to Hdoohina and that any successor government would adopt 
a policy looking toward ultimate withdrawal snort of victory. 


Ho original plan was to get tna niao battalions to Indochina 
by air by mid-Sep toaber, this data hail now been advanced to 1 
Movcmber which means bs ginning tho movmmt by 1 October* His in 
turn ratpiiroB notiflcatien to the frecoh by 11 September of American 
willingness to foot a large Mure of iho total bill (*3&5#00Q»000). 
Thus our government must make its decision at the iSt looting oa 
il September and apparently iasmediately thereafter the President 
will seek tho informal concurrence of Oongreaslonsu. leaders* 

Merchant* 

B&phasized unfavorable French colitlcal situation and stressed 
that tho bulk of tho money would no to budgetary add m& that if this 
course of action proved sueseasfui it would provide the beat and 
possibly only chance of French ratification of EDI. 


Radfoyd t 

Failures in I ndoch i n a have been more political than military, 
lbs situation has deteriorated particularly with the split of autho- 
rity following tho death of DsLattre. the proposed plan if carried 
out aggressively will »alaoBt certainly" provide sufficient victory 
in tan* or maybe in one* years to peawit tho subs ton tiel redeployment 
of Drench troops to Rurope. Ip foot if salsa hod acted with any 
military comonsense last October lie could have won a smashing 
victory* Mr. Dulles’s statement at ;>t. Louis wiil be particularly 
helpful in convincing the french core lenders that they ean focus m 
defeating Viet Minh divisions without concern for Chinese inter- 
vention which has in the past caused them to !—«#>*.? too much, 
of the Delta Garrison, o’ Daniel should cane back approximately 
1 October beoause he can apeak with asch more authority than cart 
anyone peraanmtly on the spot. 

... . . • ; -- V it»;» 
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MaoArtnur : 

itoriorar, 0 * Daniel would return more sr Xoss as a hare <Vsp harintr 
P*““»d ti» todlUoato taorioo,. old «,d “ 

Cabell: 

the *"*«;**• w impress upon Havarre 

h?l fST* 1 ? f0r 3 * *??lag ap guerrilla aatlvi** and taking it malar 
^*^onaI st^^iisiaa, during ^ vlai*i toanswilu^g^ 
toe^UlaUonsi, tabeU was favorably iapreaaed with the ijaaiity of* 

io» in^emf ***** B#i ttoir too 

**55*. toe *3 ,a ® *“* jjoasible aahiovements of guerrilla 

Radf ord i 1 

**®nBh ettitodo# toward guerrilla 
thS^fc? ***** diatrust «* *w Vietnamese rJSJStid for 



Un ln p r eaaed hy lavarre. Joes not regard his aropessi* «• dimi^ 
lag an offensive fighting heart. Do *» rfSTiTZ SrT!!r^ «• aiapiejr- 
aerely hone that tiX -ifi T™ ws give than the entire oheok and 

™»SP9 their el 2 1 nsriy out the appropriate campaign? 

Merohant i 

time Sans^nafwe ^ ** ***** ***» a cnunk at a 

So^rl^tSt*? t f®5 X . part ** *>«*gaia. Considering the poll- 

X™ Sf 1 ? 1 ^ ir*^ itl U <•* £ ** insist on 

apy formal step tor step series ef oosaitaanha. 

Camsor t 

. Xf the Jfreneli and the Viet Ha m u an icnook off t^ia > A . . 

SSf Sfvf^ 11 “* * roBIBl oi#li '»■ «« i« l gSSiu* 

’ Mah **“ 0“ ■*** «P *(* XiitU or no B-npo * 

Radford : 

*£•£ * «* 

tooui.d lnTOj.TO_u. In townamat »ttt ottoTs^Mn bjuig^u' ^ 

" 3 SuS. P S5tC r ^.^ » — — to^iatio. 

sood " *° 

, «« wiouxa not adversely effect Navarre* s execution of his plan. 

RAJr, 
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